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wigs even m public places, and that they carried their
combs in their pockets to display this act of gallantry. The
following passage in Tatler, No. 38, alludes to this odd cus-
tom: " Thou dear Will Shoestring! How shall I draw thee?
Thou dear outside! Will you be combing your wig, playing
with your box, or picking your teeth, &c. ?n

Old.Eichard Nutt, one of the first printers of the Tatlers,
used to say that Steele paid fifty pounds per annum to his
barber, and that he never rode out on airing, which he did
often, but in a black full-bottomed dress periwig, the price of
one of which, at that time, nearly amounted to this sum.

STEELE.     ET7MP  WIT. *

ONE evening after Addison and Steele had been toasting
the immortal memory of King William pretty freely, at a
Whig club held at a tavern in Shoe Lane, the waiters were
hoisting him into a hackney-coach, with some labour and

waiters, " or I shall not get home to-night.1

STEELE's DUEL.   THE TWENTY-rirTir TATLEB.

. STEELE was in the Coldstream regiment under Colonel
Cutts, when a brother officer communicated to him an intention
of challenging a person who had'fallen under his displea-
sure, and was diverted from his purpose by what Steele said to
him on the subject. Some of this young officer's companions
led him afterwards into a belief that Steele's decision of this
affair had been warped by his partiality for the real or sup-
posed offender, whose character had eventually been raised
at the expense, as they said, of the other's honour. This
villanous or ill-judged misrepresentation produced a challenge
on Steele himself, who was just at the time recovering from a
fever, and endeavoured by raillery and reasoning to divert it
in vain. Confiding in his own superiority, and imagining he
could chastise the youth's insolence without endangering his
life, he ultimately accepted the challenge, in contradiction to
his avowed principles and his heart. They met by appoint-
ment ; and Steele's buckle breaking as he tightened his shoe,
he took occasion to urge this fresh disadvantage, and renewed
his endeavours to induce the challenger to desist, with as
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